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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





CHRISTIAN CONSOLATION, 


™ But now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.” 
Luke xvi. 25. 

It is not the design of the present communication to 
lay before the reader the proper application of the par- 
able of the Rich Mav and Lazarus, as the writer has 

epeatedly done this aceordingly as he understands its 

nnexion and design. The present object is to set 
forth the use which crror has made of the words which 
head this piece, as the ground of the christian’s conso- 
lation and enceuragement, in such a manner, as to lead 
the nfind to question its propriety. 

As the parable of the Rich man and Lazarus is used, 
dy divines, generally, to set forth and euforce the ter- 
rors of future retribution, in a state of being beyond | 
this mortal life, so these words of Abraham tuo his son | 





SS 
enjoy all manner of gool. In order then to enjoy the 
advantages of this.important doctrine, without which 
neither religion nor.morality can be maintained, it 
must be applied to ourselves and ourastociates in life. 
But here the mind comes toa pause g and the question 
arises ; shall we fix on our friends, aa the subject of fu- 
ture misery; or shall we take our foe ? The answer 
1s, We must take the wicked whether they are our fa- 
vorites or not. "hy 

‘Then the case may stand thus; In thonsexd of in- 
stances parents must contemplate the future misery 
which their children are to endure eafter, that they 
may now be encouraged in their @bhristian race ; i: 
other thousands of instances childeefh must realize the 
future torments which their parentiwill endure, that 
they may be supported under the otherwise insup 
portable burdens of religion and well doing. In sti!! 
more instances brothers and sisters miust set before 






are contemplated as @ source of comfort to such as/ their eyes the sons and daughters of their beloved par- 





travel the difficult and wearisome path of religion in this | ents, and realise the certninty and intenseness of their 
world, and who see around them the wicked in pros- | future misery as a source from which to draw encour- 
perity, sailing down the tide of time without those | agement to bear up under the af?:ctions attending their 











troubles with which the righteous are afflicted. 

it is most earnestly contended that if those who live | 
religiously and virtuously in this world are to fare no | 
better in the next state than others, there is nothing | 
which can incite to virtue on the one hand, nor dis-} 
suade from vice en the other; and that it is the im- 
mence reward in the future world, which is prowised | 
to those who live religiously in this. that forms the nic- 
per object which leads to relirion and virtue ; and that 
i is the indescribable sufferings which ore threatened 
to he inflicted, in the future state, on such as refuse 
Religion in this, which form the proper inducement to 
foreru the « njoyme nts of sin in this life. Thus religion 
directs the eye of her votary to blooming fields and fra- 
grant groves, to delighte and enjoyments which defy 
imagination to paint, beyond the narrow flood of death, 
constantly whispering in his ear such sweet promises 
as encourage him to stem the mighty torrent which 
would otherwise bear him down and overcome his for- 
titude. For his farther comfort and encouragement, 
she removes the covering of that dismal pit, where, in 
the future world, those who enjoyed a I:fe of injustice, 


christian vocation. In instances ionhmerable hue- 
bands must contemplate the future misery ‘of their 
wives, and wives the future torments of their husbands, 
that they may endure the trials which a life of holiness 
brings Upon them. 

Leader, can you tell what makes this doctrine sound 
so discordant and appear so disgusting? It is because 


it is the very reality of evil. Do you ask what makes 
it. seem so much worse vow, than When those who! wouldst cut me off and take me forever miserable. 24. 


preach it communicate it from the dest? It is because 
they try to recommend it by keeping its deformity out 


But we have not advanced so far yet as to see this 
doctrine in its worst shape nor to behold its darkest 
shades. To come as near aS possible, to this, in this 
life, we must suppose that all the afflictions and trials 
of the godly are at an end, and that all the pleasures 
and enjoyments of sin have passed way, and both the 
righteous and the wicked are in their respective con- 
ditions in eternity. And now the trials of the saints 


bosom of divine favor, we will ask those parents, who 
were encouraged while here, to persevere in the ways 





hatred and transgression here, will endure a vengeance 
Which will cause them to gnaw their tongues for 
pain. 

According to these statements, which are not carried 
at all beyond what is usual in sermons on this general | 
subject, the professor of religion will do well to con- 
template the comforts of the future world. 

That this subject may be duly realized it will be ne- 
céssary to bring it near home. The happiness or mis- 
ery of people of whom we have no kuowledge cap 
have but little effect onus. For instance; If we were 
told, by our preachers, that the inhabitants of sqme of 
the most distant planets were much happier in their 
present state than the peeple of the earth, but that we 
are to be immeasurably blessed in our next state, and 
they as immeasurably tormented, we should doubt 
whether the preacher knew what he asserted ; and if 
he should say that it wae necessary for us to believe 
this statement in order to fortify our minds against the 
trials which await us, no one would be able to see_its 
propriety or feel its farce. So, allowing the doctrine 
ander consideration to be true, it, would be of but trifling | 
@onsequence to inform us, that some of the inhabitant 


of religion by expecting to see their children in tor- 


| ment in the invisible world, what advantage they now | 


derive from beholding their offspring in misery? Read- 
er, | will not put the question to all the different clas- 
ses before mentioned, you have already anticipated it 
in such a use. But what answer may we suppose 
would be given to this question? Would the glorified 
and happy reply, Now we are comforted, and they are 
tormented; and although all the twelve manner of 
fruits which we pluck from the tree of life are most de- 
licious, none are more highly zested than this, viz. to 
know that our children, companions, parents, brothers 
and sisters, who in time enjoyed a life of siv, are now 
in torment, while we, who eucountered the afflictions 
of a religious life and toiled through the tiresome ways 
of wisdom are new comforted ? 

Let us ask those righteous people, who say they 
would live in sin here, if they believed that all will be 
holy and happy hereafter, in what does religion, and 
righteousness Consist ? The auswer is, they cofisist in 
love ta God and in love toman. The moment this 
answer is received. the whole fabrie. of the foregoing 
doctrine, together with its foundation is utterly demol- 





ef those parts of our earth, which are upknown to us, | 
will, in the next state, be tormented while we atc to 


ished; there is not one stone left upon another, 


of sight, and by means of gl. sses in which they dress it. | 


st 
as 


NO. 32. 





that is vet thrown down. Whoever loved God or his 
neighbor from the fear of torment ? or whoever loved 
God and | is neighbor for. the reward of his: neighbor's 
future misery? An apostle says; ““He that lMveth 
not his brother wlom he hath seen, how can he love 
Cod v hom he hath not seen?” But if we place our 
religion on the expectation of seeing our brethren ig 
torment hereafter, itis certain that we love neitherour 
Viaker nor'our fellow creatures. 

' As our preachers: are constantly calling our attention 
to the consideration of the last judgment, let us cal} 
their attention to the same event, and jet us ask them 
what they will do, when the Judge shall ask them 
‘concerning the sincerity of their professious; when 
|the following questions will be asked, and the follow- 
ing answers be given: Professor, as thou didst profess 
‘o love me, | ask thee why thou didst love mee An- 
‘wer; I loved thee with all my heart hecause I was 
afraid of thy hot displeasure if |] did not! Professor, 
thou didst profess to love thy fellow men, I ask thee 
wherefore didst thou love them? Answer; tloved 
them most heartily that I might enjoy, in the invisible 
} world, the pleasure of seeing them tormented, while { 
should thereby be comforted ! Professor, | command- 
ed thee to love thy parents, thy companion, thy child- 
ren, thy brothers and sisters, thy neighbors and even 


I ask thee wherefore didst thou love them? Answer; 
I did most truly love them all for the following réAsous ; 
ist. | was confident that.if | did not love them thou 


I was confident that far the great trouble and affiction 
which | endored in loving them, thou wouldst make a 
vast difference. in-our conditions in this great day, and 
igrant me comfort and them torment! Professor, in 





being at an end, and they being at perfect rest in the | 


thy lifetime thow didst frequent the house of worship, 
attend conferences, talk a great deal about religion, 
pray in thy closet so loudly as to be heard in the stteet, 
and thou didst disfigare thy face and appear very 
| solemn ; and furthermore thou didst warn others to flee 
‘from my wrath even with tears in thine eyes ; Now 
| professor, lask thee why thou didst allthese things? 

Answer; | did them all, and endured much (ribulation 
and sore affliction in so doing, that ] might be carifort- 
ed at this great day by seeing thy wrath fall on others, 
| and thy smiles on me! 

Whoever will duly and cautiously exarmine the dec- 
trine which results in such manifest absurdity, will, 
| without doubt, realize ite perverseness, and endéayor 
to obtain a knowledge and possession of that pure and 
holy doctrine, in which love is without dissimvlation, 
and virtue its own reward. 

By contemplating this general subject, in relation to 
the dishonor wh.ch is done to the name and religion of 
' Jesus, by connecting them with a sentiment so degrad- 
| ing, 1 am induced to call on the clergy to wash out so 
| foul a stain, by renouncing, at once, a doctrine so ut- 
| terly opposed to every moral principle. H. 6B, 

. JUST. RECEIVED, 

AND for Sale at this Office, MINUTES of a DIS- 
| CUSSION on the QUESTION “ds the punishment of 
the wicked abso'utely eternal ? or is it only a temporal 
| punishment in this world, for their good, and to be suc- 
| ceeded by eternal happiness?” Between Rev. ABNER 
)\ KNEELAND, AND Rev. W. L. M’CALLA, at the first 
| Jadependent Church of Christ, called Universalist, in 

Lombard-street, Philadelphia.—In 6 Nos. at $1,50. 

Also, a SERIES of LETTERS in DEFENCE of DI- 
VINE KEVELATION, Between H. Bauiow aud A. 
KnexnLann.—Price $1. 








thine enemies, and thou didst profess to love them all; ” 
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‘ REMARKS ON A SERMON, 


Of Rev. NatHANIEL Emmons, D. D. headed with these 
words: ** Mén have natural, but not moral power, 
to prevent what God has decreed.” Text, Acts) 


ee 





xxvii. 34, ** Paul said to the centurion and to the sol- 






truly deserves it. The conve 


vine purpoves or decrees .as the wicked brethren of Jos- 
chooses what he deserves from 


éph, who were verily guilty of fratricide? Theseques- 
tions- ate’ pet put with the expectation of their being | to be cast off forever among the reprobates, Now thi 
answered by this author or Any of like faith,even were author says if men were willing as well as able, to in : 
he disposed to answer them. For as high as the opin- feat the divine purposes, they certainly would defeat - 
ion of his knowledge in casuistry way be ; he might as them, Thus he teaches that it is essentiat that the 
soon succeed in defeating ‘the divine purposes, as tu | elect be willing, that the decree of reprobatiow he a? 


cers, except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be, give a rational answer to the abo¥e queries, and main- | ecuted upon them, and of course, not Willing that the 


saved.” 

(Continued from page 110.) 

The following words from the Sermon are again 
brought into notice: ** Joseph’s brethren endearored to 
defeat the divine purposes ;”’ together with these, 
* Two things are absolutely necessary in order to 
men’s acting, one is to be able, the other is to be will- 
litg.” The drift of the discourse is to establish the a- 
bility of men, not only when they will to exercise it. 
but when they do not. By theee words he gives us-to 
understand, that Joseph's brethren, when they acted 
to defeat the divine purposes were not merely able, 
byt willing, to defeat them. Now this author also 
says, * If they (men) were willing, as well as able to 
defeat his purposes, they certainly would defeat them.”’ 
Do not this author’s own words prove, evidently as an 
untruth: can be proved, that men have defeated the 
purposes of God? The non-elect would have great 
reason to rejoice in the belief ofthis notion. They 





wonld without doubt feel a deep sense of their lasting 


tain the system to which he has been wedded for more ‘decree of their election should take effect, - All tie 
than half a century. | he says, are able to prevent the event decreed. There. 
He has answered these questions, though undesign- | fore the elect are willing as well as able to have the 
edly, on the 35th page of this volume of sermons, in aj decree of reprobation executed upon themselves, ang 
way, which she ws thal the wisdom of God would be | therely prevent their final salvation. Hence the elect 
displayed and his glory promoted, not less by (he sal-| will defeat the purpose of God in their own electi 
vation of the non-elect, thai by the preservation ef | since they are both able and willing to be damned,, 
Joseph's brethren. ‘ow on the other hand, if we only suppose the nog, 
ture history he thus justly remarks: ‘* liad the whole ) elect to be as willing to defeat the decree of God (and 
story of this important event been reiated, with« ut how can we suppose them less 80) asthe elect 
once mentioning the agency of God in it, his as'onish- | they will thea be willing as well as able to 
ing wisdom and goodness, in prese‘ving Joseph, \:: fath-| defeat the decree of their reprobation, if eo, in thig 
er’s family, and the whole nation of Lgypt, wo.’ yo, author's words, * they certainly will defeat” i. 


On this instructive piece of scrip- 


been kept out of sight, and of conseque:ce, by uid | Hence the matter will stand thus; the non-elect will 
have been robbed of the glory which was due ‘o his Gefeat the decree of their reprobation : and the glect 
name.” To the reader it must be, it is presumed, evi- _W'l! deteat the decree of their election. They wil 


then only change the places of their destiny in the fu- 
the preservation of Joseph’s brethren, his father’s fam- | ture world, The elect will go to the place of the 
ily, &c. be not asscribed to the divine acency, that ; damned, and the won-elect to the heavenly regious of 
this would be to rob the God of Jacob of the glory due | the blessed, What would be the advantage of these 


dent enough, from this author's own remark, that if 


' c . . 
obligations to this author, for demonstrating a truth so|to his name ; that it would not add any to, or reflect | Copsequences of this authors system, and his argu- 


important and interesting to them. The only ration- | ay lustre on- his glory, to asscribe the destruction, 


meut in its defeuce, even the system itself. Ouly 


al ground of hope, which they can have, depends upon /even of the non-elect to his agency. Not so with this / this, that the number of the damued would be as many 


the truth of such a sentiment. 
its truth, as the above, and after much more, that this 
author has said, seemingly favorable to their case, and 
calculated to raise hopes and expectations, in their 
minds; he destroys at one stroke, all their expecta- 
tions, and his own hollow assertions, and argu- 
ments in their favor, by the following words! * It is 


, absolutely certain, that whatever God has decreed shall 
take place, whether with or without human agency, 


shall in all cases infallibly come to pass.” How much 


_ thanks will the non-elect owe bim now, even if he tells 
them, that, ** they have as fair an opportunity of being 


saved as the elect?” 
But were. it true that the purpose of God could be 
defeated, it might have been worse for Joseph’s breth- 


_ fen, while it could only be better forthe nen-elect. It 


is justly said, as has been granted, that all the efforts 
of these brethren, instead of defeating the divine pur- 
What were the 
divine purposes that their efforts served to fulfil? One 


_ purpose certainly was, not only to save the people of 


Egypt, and the rest of the family of Jacob, but to save 
these wicked brethren themselves, from perishing in a 
time of famine, and bless thom with provision, and 
melt their hearts into contrition, by bis loving kind- 
ness. 
these brethren would oot only bave perished in the 
famine, but would not have enjoyed the blessing pro- 
nounced upon the humble, the peuitent, and poor in 
spirit. Had this been the case, what a rich blessing 
would have been lost by these wiched instruments !/— 


_ But what great blessings will the non-elect lose, ig 


the decree of thelr reprobation to endless woe, is frus- 
trated? If Joseph had beeg put to death by the hands 
of his brethren, had died in the pit, or in his condition 
of servitude to the Ishmaelitish merchantmen, and al] 
the good that followed after prevented, his brethren 
would have lost the richest divive blessings. Why 
can it not be made to appear also, in the-case of the 
non-elect, that on the supposition the divine purpose: 
respecting them are defeated, they would thereby lose 


‘the richest of favors, that the divine Being has in store 


for them? Why should the non-elect suffer as great a 
toss Ly the failure of the divine purposes, as the ébild- 
ren of Jacob? or as any of the descendants of the Pat- 
viarchs? On the other hand, why should not the non- 
cloct enjoy as great good frem the fulfilment of the di- 


Bot after such proof of | author, he supposes that he can perceive the divine 


Now if this blessed purpose had been defeated, | 


less than this system declares, as the elect are less 
name completely glorified only by the utter destruc- than the reprobates. It may be added in corrobora- 
tion of that part of the human family, which he de- | tion of the consequences, that have just been pursued, 
nominates the non-elect. There is this difference | that since ** there is an infallible connexion constitut- 
between this author, aud the common sense and un-/e¢d between the cause or means, and the event de- 
derstanding of men—that he sees divine and perfect ' creed,” there is an infallible connexion between the 
glory in the destruction of moral beings, and the com- | cause of the destruction of the elect, to wit, tbpir 
mon undersianding can see it only, in their preserva- choice or willingness to perish and receive the just 
tion, and final salvation. He can see the perfection , penalty of their perverse will, and their actual suller- 
of glory in their everlasting evil and curse, aud com- ing and destruction. If these consequences be traged 
mon sense can see glory only, in their good and final ‘thus, the few elected favorites of heaven, will become 
welfare ; nevertheless he saw or felt that the glory of |the mouuments of eternal vengeance, instead of. the 
the divine agency shines conspicuously in the preser- | monuments of electing mercy and grace. If the non 
vation of Jacob’s family ; when that preservation em- | elect have as fair an opportunity to be ‘saved as the 
braced the regencration of the hearts of the wicked, | elect, and if their choice to perish, still leaves them at 
and their reconciliation to their brother. The heart of! fair an oppertunity to be saved asthe elect have; thie 
this author appears to have been touched with the author can have no reasonable objection to allow his 
hearers, or his readers, the fair opportunity of choosing 
between these two equally fair opportunities of the 
non-elect and the elect. And since the non-elect have 


astonishing display of the divine goodness while con- 
templating on this interesting story, and he was con- 

strained to exclaim, glory fo God. Ilere was the tri- 
umph of the heart over the wrong head. Tere was $0 fair an opportunity of being raved, be ought i” 
the victory of divine truth over a human system. jhesitate to take their opportunity, while his reader 
When will this author's soul be touched with a, might take the no more than equally fair opportynty 
ile would bave the less objection to such 


al <oo s wr .d | ot the elect. 
sense of the equal goodness of God to all, as zreat and - ‘ne 


greater than that which was shewn towards the guilty | proposal, since he has been laboring hoose 
brethren of Joseph, which moved his heart, to give glo- | filty years, to persuade his fellow eenrgpeds dof 
ry to the Lord; who meant all their evil intention for | salvation, and the opportunity of the elect, insica : 
good, When will his soul be touched, with the sizht perishing by their own choice of fioal po wate Bh: 
of the glory of God as universal as his preserving and | this author should say, that be is willing to take 


«aa that t 
| portanity of the non-elect, or that he is willing to sulk 


saving goodness over all natious, who ** is good to all, toremulate what 


and his tender mercies are over all his works.” May | the decree of reprobation himself, wae 
his grey hairs not be brought down with sorrow to the he supposes to be alike example of oe vee: hrep ac- 
grave, for the want of such a glorious sight. that he was accursed from Christ, for his per ather- 

There is another method by which this author's ar-| cording to the flesh, but that God ne ‘A 
gument, or by which the consequences of it may be | wise, his readers mast in this —_— oe cote than 
shown to endanger the decree of reprobation that he | having more goodness or beniguity of Gogem i wt ‘ 
calls divine, and to make it uncertain that’such a de-|his God. But lest he should think ga 4 apor 
cree of God will ever be brought to pass. He says,|this kind would be a true latieen od “ r read- 
that * the non-elect have as fair an opportunity of be- | tle’s example, he ought to be informed ~ take hito on 
ing saved as the elect.” The non-elect then, who/| ers, or “* kinsmen according te the fesh, , & theys 
choose to perish, have as fair an opportunity to be saved | his own statement of an equality 7 pgp that be 
as the elect, who choose to be saved. If the elect} though they be the non-elect, cannot Cop since We 
choose to perish they have as fair an opportunity, there- | makes any sacrifice of himself for their ote asevel: 
fore, to be eaved, as if they choose to be saved. It is| would have as fair an opportunity to be sav 
considered essential to areal conversion to this author's (To be Continued.) 
faith, that the convert be entirely willing that the de- — 


who would 





surely.” 





cree of reprobation be oxecuted upon bigs; gince be} “% Hie that walketh uprightly, walketD 
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shall to through his defection iu relation to his duty? 
Shall t be set iu this crown which winisters talk so 
Much of? 


to my honest and candid judgment ; and furthermore 





UNIVERS ALIS 





FOR THE UNIV wneasaeg.1 MAGAZINE, 


—_—- 


GONCERNING “RENDERING AN ACCOUNT AT 
THE GREAT DAY,” OF WHICH 
MUCH IS SAID, 


} feel a strong wish to inquire what our Rev. Cler- 
gy mean, when they ordain a minister, by endeavoring 
toyurge on his mind the belief that souls are committed 
to his charge, and that he will be called hereafter to 
give an account concerning them? They preach’ on 
those occasions just as if they believe that the endless 
happiness or misery of the people depends on the faith- 
fuluess or unfaithfalness of their ministers, and that 
those ministers are to be judged in another world ac- 
gording to their faithfulness or unfaithfulnéss, and re- 
compensed forever according to an impartial result of 
guch av adjudication. Moreover, in the charges which 
are delivered on those occasions of induction, the a- 
bove sentiment is usually, if not invariably urged on 
the candidate. 

Perhaps it will be said that this is all as it should be ; 
and that such solémn sanctions ought by uo means to 
be omitted. If this be the case it certainly becomes 
as to realize it; and in order to do so we must under- 
stand what is meant by this rendering an account. In 


order to understand this suliject, we must have it cleat-4 jectures who have not read the bovk. 


ly stated and brought within the compass of clear per- 
This subject seems to embrace such elemen- 
The future and ever- | 
lasting condition of rational souls depends on the exer- 
If by the worthy, 
conduct and faithfulness of a minister precious souls 
are fitted for accepiance with God, the minister can 
give a favorable account and be accepted himself — 

‘That if by the inattention of the minister precious 
souls go out of the world unprepared, they are rejected 
from the divine favor, at the great day, and this un- 


ception. 
tary facts as the following ; ist. 


tions of ministers in this life. 2d. 


faithful minister must be rejected too, and sent away 


into perdition with the souls which are iost forever 
through his inattention. 
what they mean, or in other words, if they meanany 
thing, they must mean what fs above stated. Butifl 
they do in realily believe in such puerile aotions, it is 
enough to prove that they ought to be maintained at 
the public’s expense, for their understandings must be 
incompetent to provide for themselves. Such doctrine 
ed these drones of ministers tohave the managemeut 


of our destruction, or that He wae ignorant, and did 
not know how unfaithful they wouid finally be. 

But there is a 4th case, which this doctrine embra- 
Ces, as one of its elementary facts, which, it appears to 
me, ie a very difficult one. A minister may be faithful 
and successful in part of his ministry, and by his faith 
fuluess may save many precicus souls; but, being in- 
perfect, he may become inattentive to his duty, and 
through his-fau!lt many precivus sows may be lost.— 


I thivk if our clergy know | 


doubt, that as long as , they. can thake th. the — be. 
lieve that their soul's eternal welfare is in their hands, 
there will prove to be no incompeteney i in their ander- 
standings to provide for themselves. H. B. 


— 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


REV. MR. SABINE‘S LECTURES. 


O2-Mr. Sawiyre finished his Lectures in reply to Mr. 
BALFour, on the evening of last Sabbath. After he 

' had closed, our friend, Dr. ApRAWAM R. Tompson, 
of Charlestown, delivered the following remarks in 
relation to the subject, which, af our request, he gave 
us tor publication.— Eds, 


My Friends,-The Rev. Mr. Santn® having now clos- 
ed his foctuives, I request the privilege of making a 
few observations to you on the subject of his labors. — 


Be 








oe eee ee Be ge ee 


said i in it, cither affirming or denying it. Inthe Pook 
the Author repeatedly expresses his readiness to be- 
lieve the doctrine of endless misery, if it can be estab- 
lished from Scripture,—but shews that the texts which 
speak about hell, have been perverted in support of it. 
Supposing Mr. S. to hare proved beyond all contradie- 
tion a future retribution, this is no answer io the book 
which he undertook to refute. But has he proved this! 
Let every one who has heard him, say,if he has proved 
either of the two following things, which require to ba 
both proved, to establish the doctrine of a fulure retri- 
bution. Ist. Has he proved that the soul of man at 
death, goes to Hades, Sheol, Tartarus, or Gchenna, as 
a place or state of puvishment. 2d. las he proved 
that such souls are actually in misery there? The most 
plausible proof he advanced was, the parable of the 
Rich mav and Lazarus, But seemingly at a loss in 
what sense to view it, he first considered it a parable, 





‘The Rev. Gentleman of his own free will, offered his. 
‘services in the public papers, to examine and refute | 
“Mr, Banrour’s Book, provided he miglit be allowed | 
‘the use of a pulpit. ‘This religious Society, in the gen- 

fuine spirit of free inquiry, unanimously offered him ' 
tkeir pulpit, and you my friends, have patiently and 
candidly, attended the discussion. Some of you have 
read Mr. Balfour’s Book, but many have atfended these 





| those who have not, canfot possibly form a correct 
idea of it from Mr. Sabine’s lectutes. In justice there- 
and to those who have not read it, I feel constrained 
| to state explicitly, bet briefly, what the purpose and 
scope of this book are. The object of Mr. Balfour's book, 
then, from the beginving to the end, 


MISERY, AS HAS BEEN GENERALLY AND LONG 
BELIEVED. ‘Thisthe Author shews incontrovertibly, 


reudered Tlell in our common rersion occur. He also 
speut two gections of the book, iu stating a number of 


a place of endless misery ; norof any misery in afuture 
state, as has been supposed,—that no prophet in the} 
Old Testament. nor yet our Saviour, nor his apostles in 
the New, ever used the word Heli to express a state of 
punishment in the future world. 





enism as ite origin—aud adduced some quotations from | 
of our soul's everlasting concerns for the very purpose ! believers in the doctrive of hell torments to prove it,&c. 
Sabine done in refuting these! 


What then has Mr. 
things? Didhe take up the texts and shew that the 
author of the book had wrested these texts? 
verted them? Has he takeu up any of the facts and 


e of endless 
misery ? His work was to answer the book, nol to 
make it ; but bas he not ip quoting it, altered it, and 


Fience, that He believes Heli to be a plac 


| found constant fault with the author, because he did 


The question which now arises is, can he be accepted | not write the book to suit hin? He quoted but little 


in the day of judgment for having saved some, 2nd be 
Tejected for having jost others? Ministers talk, on 
those occasions of which I am speaking, as if they real- 
ly believe that every precious soul, which is duly pre- 
pared for heaven ky the labors of a minister in this 
World, will be given to him at the great day as a star 
iw his crown. But if this be the fact, what shall we 
say regarding those precious souls which the ministe! 


If my queries and remarks on this subject are erro- 
neous I can assuse the reader that they are according 


I can assure the reader that | have no hopes that the 


tions, be never, uutil the last lecture, in a single sen- 
tence, referred his hearers to the page, that they might 
read and judge for themselves. 

As Mr. Sabine has not fulfilled his engagement to the 
public in, refuting the book,—let us advert to what he 
has attempted to do in his discourses. The avowed | 
object of Mr. S,°s discourses was to establish a future | 
reiribution—its endless duration he does not advocate, 





but stated that he would leave every man to form his | 
own opinion as to its duration. His orthodox friends he | 
found fault with, for preaching hell tormeuts so «such, 
and said #@ was ouly the weaker part of them that did 





clergy, to whom I refer, will attempt to correct me ;} 
for I entertain no mean opinion of their natural sense 


so. Had the * Author of the Inquiry” only advocat- 
ed afuture retribution, all would have beep well.— 


Those of you: 
who have read the book, will hear me Witness that. 


| fore to the cause of truth, to the author ofthe book, 


is TO SHOW. 
THAT HELL WAS NOT A PLACE OF ENDLESS | 


by a covsideration of all the texts where the words | 


facts, that the inspired writer{Adid not consider Hell ac. 


He also traced the | 
either supposes that the Father of our spirits has suffer-| doctrine of Hell, as a place of endless misery to heath- | 


had per- | 


shewn them to be false ?-Or has he even told his and- | 


of the book; (and two whole sectious which coutaiu | 
the great body of material facts, he has not quoted at | 
all, nor even alladed to,) and whew he made quota- | 





' 


| 


then renounced it, and called on the author of the 

book to prove it to be a parable, But the parable says 
nota word re the soul of the rich man in hades or hell, 
, Unless Mr. S. believes, that the soul has eyes, and 
(ears, and a pro &c. in a separate state from the 
_ body, how can this prove his point? Traly, if we are 
‘to become believers in a state of torment in the new 


| life of incorruption and immortality, which the glorious 


gospel of Jesus Christ brings to light, asthe * free 
gift of God, not according to our works, but according 
to his own purpose and grace before the foundation of 
, the world ;” our Rev. Friend Sabine must furnish some 
hetter ground for our faith, than the parable of the 
Rich man and Lazarus. ‘That Hades at least some- 
tines means the grave, is not denied by Mr. S.—and 
all said in the parable agrees to the body there, but 
does not accord with a spirit in a fature state separate 
from the boty. But it may be said that Mr. S, has 
| proved a future retribution from the passages which 
, speak of a future judgment. Yes he attempted to prove 
‘this, but did he shew from any of those passages ().at 
this judgment was io a future state? which was the 
point to be proved, to be to~his purpose. All the texts 
he advanced fell short of this; and we were rather sur- 
prized that something more platisible was not advanc- 
ed by him. In short, Mr. S. has not only forgotten to 
meet the factsand arguments of the book, proving that 
hell is not a place of endless miscry,—but he has failed 
‘much more than we expected to establish his doctrine 
of future retribution. He has neither refuted the 
book, nor established any thing deftuite in opposition 
© it. 

Havivg said thas moch about Mr. Sabire’s attemp's 
against Mr. Balfour's book, we, must in justice to our 
own feelings, say something ef his treatment of our 
friend the author. Those who have not read Mr. 8.5 
‘book, and have ao personal knowledge of him, 


' 


would 
certainly form a terrible idea of the man, from the por. 
‘trait of him in Mr. S.’slectures. Mr. B.is there charg- 
ed with sophistry, insincerity, and falsehood, with de- 
nying all penalty er punishaent for sin, with abetiing 
and upholdmg all infidelity, and ali immorality, with 
| first perverling, then denying divine revelation,—-with 
atteoipting to uphinge and iirow down the whole mor- 
al system, thus to dethrone the moral Ruler of the 
Mr. S, allows Mr. B. the best abilities, bu: 
then accuses him of the worst desigus against the bc st 
interests both of God and man, and thus adroitly hangs 
‘him up between heasen aud earth, as fit for neither, 
But my trieuds remember, a good cause is never made 
better by personal aluse, avd a bad one is always 
,made worse. As the best possible refutation of every 
thing which can be said against Mr. B.’s book is to 
‘read it; so the best possibie-refutation of every thing 


| that has beeu said against the wan is to know him @ 
we do, 


universe. 


{ 


k 


I would vow give notice that Mr. Sabine’s Lectures 
are to be printed, and will be reviewed by ir, Daliour, 





aud ajso that Mir. B. intends iusmediately to publish a 


second edition of his Looit, in @ cheaper form. ‘Thus 


or powers of discernment ; and b believe, without a) This was not ihe ebject of the » 4Ouk, LOL 13, avy thing , both these bucks wilh Le Lcefure thre public, Witham le 
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reach of every man who feels disposed to read and 
examine for himself. Aud you will allow me to say, 
that this subject is one of those things, which belong 
to our everlasting peace. What the Rev. Mr, 8. or 
the Rev. Mr. B. may say, or what any other man, rev¥- 
orend or irreverend may say, on this solemn subject, i8 
of little consequence either to you or me, who are trav- 
elling together to another world. But what God 
our Father in heaven has said in his word, on this sub- 
ject,is of infinite importance for alltoknow. Give me 
Jeave then to recommend a course to you which will 
be equally just to the cause of truth,to your own minds, 
and (othe Rev. Gentlemen who appear before you as 
parties in this question, First take Mr. Balfour’s book 
in one hand and the Bible in the other, and read se- 
riously what Mr. B. has written, and compare it criti- 
cally with the divinetestimony. Having done this 
faithfully, then take Mr. Sabine’s book, and read and 


compare it in the same manner,—then judge for your- | 


selves.—lI ask no more. 


i 
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AN ORTHODOX SERMON. 


Vext—* The sight of bell tormefits will exalt the 
happiness of the saints forever. When they see oth- 
ers, who were of the same nature, and born under the 
same circamstunces, plunged in such misery, and they 
so disiinguished, O, it will make them sensible how 
happy they are.”—Dr. Enwarps, 


** While the decree of reprobation is eternally exe- 
cuting on the vessels of wrath, the- smoke of their tor- 
ments will be eternally ascending in view of the %es- 
sels of mercy, who, instead of taking the part of those 
miserable objects, will say, Amen, alleluia, praise ye 
ibe Lord.’’--Dr. Emmons. 





Dost wish to know the bliss of heaven? 
Then listen to my story ; 

For unto me the Lord has given, 
Nuch knowledge of his glory. 

lo me, each plan has he revealed, 
Pertaining tous mortals ; 

}'rom my sharp ken is nought concealed, 
*T wixt us aud heaven’s portals. 

Nor is my view confined to this—— 

_ My eyes to heaven directed, 

@an see what constitutes the bliss 
Of souls that are elected. 


Then listen to my godly straim, 
While | to heaven translate you, 
And, with most pious care explain 
The joys which there await you. 
As time would fail ail joys 0’ th’ bless’d, 
To reckon up in order, 
Mil name but few—you’ll find the rest 
In Willis’ ** Recorder.’* 


When once you reach that blessed place, 
For God's elect reeerved ; 

You will adore the wond’rous grace, 
Which you, from heli, preserved. 


You then willrender thanks to God, 
‘That he so much has blessed you, 
That you might run sin’s pleasant road-¢ 
Then go to heaven, and rest you :— 
While others, (sii. “al less by much; 
Then you) this road pursuing, 
Will ne’er partake of glory such 
As this—but goto ruin. 


When you look down, and see their smoke 
Of torment up ascending ; 

And hear their piteous sighs, and groans, 
And shricks, heli*s concave rending :— 





——- 


* Boston Recorder, published by Mr. Willis. 


———— 


O then you’li tune the loudest songs ; 
. With shouts resousd the air shall ; 
—-Much glory tothe Lord belongs, 
For that he ts ¥mpartial. 
What though your friends and kindred lie, 
Enduring keenest anguish, 
Lifting in vain, beseeching eye! 
(Forever they must languish :) 
What though the children of your love, 
The wife of your affection, 
Lie weltering in the flames !-they prove 
God's * sovereign election.” 
They prove that He has power to save 
From hell—or doom to ruin ; 
~-Therefore he surely ought to have 
The glory thus accruing. 


And you--exalted high above 
All ** natural affection”— 

So much like God—so full of lore 
So very near perfection, 


Will look on all their misery, 
Without one paipful feeling < 
And shout in perfect extacy— 
Praise God’s impartial dealing. 
That this is heaven’s bliss, youll know 
Wher God, from sin, shall cure ve ; 
And looking on the damned, below, 


Cry, glory, Hallelujah! Leeics. 








From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 





MISSIONARIES AT THE CHOCTAW NATION. 


The following communication is from a Choctaw boy, 
who appears to be well informed respecting the pro- 


ceedings of the Missianaries among his nation : 


Mr. Editor,—Se¢ing a statement in one of your num- 





= his party 5000 dollars annually for 17 Years! 110 
ich they have received for several years,, "hells 
is not all—our boys are kept hard at work at farmi 
by which means, aud the help of the stock, thiiriiae 
moth establishments are well nigh supported; ang 
what becomes of our $5000? They occasionally hee 
a few hired men—a good part of their wages ie mad 
out of domestic, and other goods that are sent on “it is 
said, to clothe our children; a strict account is Ker 
and government has hitherto paid a large peritendbed 
their expense ; and they will not deny, in this country, 
that their charges (for the support of the children, ie 
presume,) have become enormous—so were goes our 
5000 dollars? Weare told that many benevolent fam- 
ies in the north are employed in sending Chathes for 
our children in the schools ; these come as donations, 
but they are sold here at a high price, and the money 
pocketed. We thank our kind friends in the north, 
but their charity costs us dear at last. Many of our 
children that are furnished with clothes while at the 
schools, on going to see their parents are stripped of 
ftheir clothes and sent home naked!! But you are 
bready to inquire, What good are they doing? Well, f 
am as ready to reply, It is very little. They have 
been several years (as the public very well know,) 
making a great noise about their work in our nation: 
they have had our smartest young men, and they have 
not given ug one that is capable of doing business ig 
our councils. We wish our children educated, bot if 
there is not some better plan, it never will be; we 
have deprived ourselves of our annnity, and we have 
‘left ourselves cestitute of means: our nation is:poor, 
land poor we shall be at this rate. 
| By reading the Reformer, I'have almost been led te 
conclude that you was opposed to civilization, and te 
the gospel’s being preached to poor Indians, (and this 
is the construction that some put apon it) bat at other 
itimes | think that it is your desire that all may receive 
1, in its pere spiritual influence. | should 
‘like you to clear up this point, and convince the people 





(the gospe 


bers, not long since, With respect to Mr. Evart’s salary that it is not the gospel you oppose, but the practice 
of 2000 dollars a year, I confess that I was truly aston-, which is too prevalent in the world of making mer 
ished, when l remember that but a few months ago, chandise of the gospel. 

‘Re same gentleman passed through the Choctaw Na-| If you think fit you are at liberty to publish this, 
ition, and found great fault with his friends for giving | with a full assurance that every potmt can be wel! av 
\a young native 250 dollars a year, who served them as | thenticated—and half is not vet told. 

)an interpreter. This sum was all he got to support Permit me to give you, in a few words, a sma!! view 
‘himself and family ; and will Mr. Evarts grasp the|of the situation of eur nation; we have upwards of 
| sum of 2000 dollars, after making such ado about 259? | 20,00 inhabitants—we are very poor—our families 
‘But it ts money makes the mare go—and if appearan- | suffer very much from cold, hunger, and nakedness 
ces are any thing, money is their object. The state-, we are human beings—we have got souls as well as 











ment of a few facts will prove this to every candid 
mind,—and those facts I will give. 

When your yaukee missionaries first came to our na- 
tion, they told us that they loved red people’s soul - 
and all they wanted was just permission, and they 
would clothe, feed, and school our children for noth- 
ing! Well, we theught this a good thing, and that the 
Spirit had moved the hearts of our fathers, the white 
people, to come and do us poor starved and naked sav- 
ages good—but we soon found to our sorrow that it was 
out property and money they loved, and not the souls 
of red men, as their conduct will prove. 

As soon as they got themselves established, the first 
object of importance was, they had an eye to our cat- 
tle. They raised a few native friends by some means, 
and sent them out in the nation begging stock, and be- 
fore the natives kuew what they were about, they had 
a stock of at least 100 cows and calves' This they 
appeared to be well! pleased with, and now they were 
going to do great things—and great things they did !— 
Well, when we sold our land, our father, the President, 
promised, (among other good things) to give us so ma- 
vy thousand dollars a year for so many years—they 
soon had their eye upon our money ; and by their craft, 
they made more friends to their cause, who blinded our 
chiefs, and got them to sign articles of an agreement in 
which they bound themselves to gite Mr. Kingsbury 








white men, and we are dependant on our fathers, the 
| white people, to send us the gospel—and we are told 
‘that grace andthe gospel is free, and we cannot tell 
/how a map can stand up and tell us that it is free, and 
yet demand such great sums of money for it: this has 
made some of us belicve that the gospel is a yankee 
trick, in order to make money of as; but some of uF 
can read the Bible a little, and find that it is good, 
and its precepts are profitable to men; and that itis 
trick of designing men to make wealth by a 
pel. Bs . 
N. B. Yeu are at liberty to make what pasate 
you please. 1 know the language is imperfect ; a 
the statements are true—and you will pardod a 


taw boy. ce 
* The sum was 5.00 dollars for one Pe ie 101, 


dollars a year for 16 years ;, making in A 
000 doliars.— Ed. 
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Errara in our last.—In the, lille to the On. 
page 124, for ** The Great Fire at —- re of the 
Dec. 23, 1823,” read 1813; and in the 54, "real 
piece, instead of “ Portsmouth, Dec. 18") ™ 
peti St wet 1814. wie ut = ~ 
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